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ITC ARGFHEZFA v & —Y Message from ITC Official Visitor
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Ruby Moon
ITC Secretary-Treasurer

o'

My visit to the Japan Region Conference has given me a great pleasure and delight. I have been honoured to
represent the ITC Board of Directors.
Members have welcomed me warmly and I thank them for the hospitality shown to me. Conferences are a time
to renew friendships and I was happy to meet many members that I remembered from my visit in 1989.

The new term is about to start. There are plans to make and decisions to be taken. Plans need the energy of
the members to be put into practice. Enthusiasm and cooperation together will achieve goals.

My best wishes go to the members of the Japan Region for a successful 1991-1992 term.
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Region President’s Keynote Address
Tadako Hirose, Japan Region President

June is when the hydrangea is at its best. Its beauty under the sun is only surpassed by the
poetic grace that unfolds when wetted by spring showers. The large flower is actually a col-
lection of tiny blossoms, and each of these tiny blooms has a function. It is pethaps a parable,
depicting the bearing of each individual within a large organization. ‘

As there are the extravagant hydrangeas and peonies, there are the small and simple dan-
delions and violets. Just as one admires the larger blooms, one cannot but love the small blos-
soms of the meadows. Thus have I chosen the theme for this year’s conference. “Tendemess
dwells in even the tiniest of flowers,” in hopes that the love and tenderness of each and every
‘peony’ and ‘violet’, gather here for a most successful conference.

We were fortunate to have ITC Parliamentarian, Thelma McClelland visit us during the
‘golden week’ holidays in May. Her previous visit as ITC President was 16 years ago, during
the UN Women’s Year. At that time, there were only 3 clubs with just the beginnings of a
Council. Including guests, 40 people attended the Council meeting. Now, not only do we
have conferences on such grand scales, but, with 8 councils, 61 clubs (including the 2 clubs
to be chartered in July), and over 1,500 members, we have become the largest and fastest
growing region in the world.

Along with the swift expansion of our region, we have had our problems. No longer can
our simple homespun ways carry us through. The board of officers have worked hard in
resolving these problems, adjusting the old to the new, centralizing the treasury accounts.
Having had Thelma McClelland advise us and answer our questions when we were confused
by the interpretation of the bylaws, was the most rewarding thing of all.

The most memorable of her comments was, that “the bylaws are not to bind the members,
but to protect them. They must be followed with respect.” Respect is kindness and tenderness
to others, and so thus, fulfillment of one’s own heart.

A well grown tree has a sturdy trunk and roots stretching deep into the earth. The young
branches spread their foliage to the skies. Birds flock to the limbs and fill the air with song,
the shade is inviting and cool. May the tenderness of the trees, and of the flowers be ours; in
our homes and in society. I pray that what we %
have gained through ITC training will always
be with us. Upon reviewing the last fiscal
year, I present my beliefs.
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I TCHEBEBEHREBEA vy & —V Message from ITC Parliamentarian

I TCHESHEHBE L7 -THILSUE

Thelma J. McClelland
ITC Parliamentarian

As a visitor to a country other than any own I realize how important it is to be part of an organization named
Internatiuonal Training in Communication.

It is difficult to make ourselves understood in another language—me to you, and you to me. Fortunately we
have translators who do their best to convey exactly what we said and not what they assumed we meant by what
we said. We owe them our thanks for this difficult task.

The first important step in communication is learning to listen. Hearing is done with the ears. Listening is
done with thought. Understanding is done with feeling.

My best wishes to Japan Region for a wonderful Conference. My sincere thanks for the many courtesies ex-
tended to me and the opportunities I have had to speak with so many of you.

BoaoEEHT, MEEFESETENT, Fldf4 vy —F v aFw e hb—=vd o f v o
2= —VaYEOSHBO—ETHBE LD T &M, WENTEBENC Lhdbh b E Liz,

ERORLBAEELIVERLES EWHZ LRG> LnEBEd, —FADT &5 EbhicH
FRLCTHE., /o, BEAOC EEFADEEST B LS T L5,

FWTh, FLENEBICS - EhOHITLT, 28T 9 THAIEVIT ETREL., FlaE
ME-ILEZTDTEEATTEBR L LRBAEELEROTHRAES I ZUTF X3 H4200
SoleEd, THEFLVAADOLLOHTETTOTHRYICHY A BT TS,

Iz —Ya YITBWTKRUAEE SR, WENAC EBTEELHICHEENSTETL
£Do 2, M EVIDRETITONETHBEMAMKICHIEAFENE T, T/, BfEdTsE0
AT ERLTHHLNAETL s 9,

HEN) -V vddE o LKEEHhE T L4 H-TH0 9,

DM APICZ T LA DTS, HHADE 02 LHICEVLSIBLEE5Z THS
FlLic s oflitlR L LT E 4,

v w7 LI FRRIZS A 2HICRB SN, 10HE TIHE, #FHAZOMlic>WTHAY —Va v
ZRICHEPIERELS > TFEVFE L,

ITC A ~DHEMicoWT

BodHER T A W OF

[ TCARIBE»SRDE ST 2 v PATEHE & L,

AvN—Fild s 7 THEMELLVES, BH@ldAs Yy Y AAANEREEEELT, A9 vAALT
RRTENE T THREL, b LEZHHEREVESR, V- Vs VRES~EBET30MIEFT
To BLY—Ya VRESHHMTEHWEGSIKE, [ TCANEREXD 4. HLZOESE,
FabEYa VVIEIEE~NaE—%%DT S,

HANLXONTE 12 FRA EORER, EBNTHRODOL D TH-71-&, [ TCREBLTIEY
WraLTnEd,

EERAGREOAERE] TCERPAEZ-TLLVDOTEH, 2080 iIcEFHDar—(CC)
TEOLRLVDESRICHESC EAFAUE LT,



HARY)—Y3r2¥—Fary5Fxt Speech Contest Winners’ Speeches

The First Place Speech in English

Subject: Culture Shock
Title: A Baked Apple

Hiroko Fukumoto (Council No. 6, Nara Club)

What is a culture shock? Does it mean what Gulliver experienced on his travels? As all of you know, he must
have had such a great impact when he awoke to find himself strongly fastened to the ground in the country Lil-
liput. He also perceived something on his breast a human creature not six inches high with a bow and arrow in
his hand. This is, of course, a story by Jonathan Swift and it is telling rather unusual experiences, but we never
know what will happen to us. The impact in facing a different culture! That is the culture shock. We always have
to be prepared for the unexpected. .

Gulliver stepped onto the unknown land because of the shipwreck and was to meet different peoples with dif-
ferent cultures! As for myself, not a shipwreck but my husband’s sudden illness. It caused me a great culture
shock. It was early in September, 1975 when we arrived in New York on our way to Providence R.1. where we
were to stay fora year. Both of us were quite exhausted after two months’ travel around the countries in Europe.
When we got to our hotel, he had such a high fever and an acute stomach ache that he could not even walk.
Luckily in that hotel was a doctor’s office. So Irushed there to see the doctor. I was ina real panic! His secretary
said that she could speak seven languages but Japanese. Firstly I asked the doctor how much he would charge
me for coming to see my husband, because I had heard the medical care in the U.S. was terribly expensive. He
smiled and told me that he would not charge more than thirty dollars. I was relieved. Then he came, examined
him, and told me some difficult name of a disease, and said, “Come along with me to my office and I'll write
out a prescription for some medicine. Take it to the chemist’s around the comner outside the hotel and get the
medicine for him.” Can you imagine how shocking and scaring it was to go out at midnight in New York? I dare
not! After all it ended up with giving a tip to a hotel boy for going out to the chemist's for me. The next morning
the doctor suggested that the patient should eat something, perhaps a baked apple and hot tea. Can you believe
the baked apple from the hotel kitchen was icy cold? How he wished to eat hot rice porridge!

Thanks to the kindly care of the doctor, he got well and we safely reached our destination and there we were
welcomed by our host family with a huge carp streamer flying up in the sky in their garden instead of Stars and
Stripes, and they fumished inside with Japanese screens, scrolls, Japanese lacquer ware and so on. There we
witnessed a proof of their culture shock they themselves had experienced when they came to Japan and their
remarkable absorption of our culture into their own.

An English poet Kipling once said, “East is East and West is West and never the twain shall meet.” But now
the world is shrinking. Japan has now great influence over the world, and vice versa. So we should be aware
that we have responsibilities to gain the knowledge not only of our own culture but of others’ as well. We should
realize how important it is for us to see the world by learning through everyday experiences rather than simply
talking about international contributions.

By understanding and appreciating manners, customs, and dispositions of other peoples, we are able to
coexist with them and conversely, there may be convergence of different cultures.

Let’s not be afraid of but confront a culture shock! The sudden exposure to a different culture does give you
a strong but good impact.
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