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We, as members of International Training in Communication,
hereby pledge to improve our communication and leadership
skills, in order to achieve greater understanding throughout
the world.
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ITC Japan Region 23rd Annual Conference
President’s Keynote Address

“Air, Water, and Earth”
“Communication with Society”

The President of Japan Region Sumie Hayakawa

The other day when I attended the “Water Forum” here in Ohtsu, I learned the proverb:
“You can repay your parents’ devotion. But you cannot repay water’s devotion.” I was not
sure that I could repay my parents’ devotion. At the same time, I wondered what repayment
of water’s devotion was. Water is essential to us. When a natural disaster occurs, water will
be supplied as a first necessity. Even though we now live with high technology, we cannot cre-
ate water. As the proverb says, once we contaminate the water, it is almost impossible to re-

store the water as it was before.

Now we watch the mother lake in front of us. Walking out of the hall, we can see the wide
expanse of Lake Biwa and the sky. Around the lake are mountains and green woods. The
blessings of nature. I like the spaciousness of Lake Biwa. We can feel the greatness of nature
and the happiness of devotion. On the shore of Lake Biwa, we will spend fruitful two days at
the ITC Japan Region Annual Conference.

The Region Board, Standing committees, and Preparation committee prepared for this day,
holding meetings many times beforehand. However, we cannot predict what will happen, as
we are just small human beings in the midst of nature. Please allow us to make any mistakes
under the name of Lake Biwa, the great natural gift. Your smiles and communication are the

keys to this conference. We begin the conference under the theme “Air, Water and Earth”.

According to the theme of this term “Communication with Society”, we practiced the theme
in various ways at all levels; clubs, councils and region. We spread the idea of ITC from chil-
dren to adults by holding special meetings in many places. At the Aichi Expo, ITC members
in Nagoya are participating in a citizen project called “May all the children be happy”.

If we make the best use of what we learn in ITC, we can bring a favorable environment.
Increasing recognition of ITC means the development of ITC. We will continue to communi-
cate with society.

In the end, I would like to express my gratitude to my fellow Board, and to all the members

of Japan Region. Thank you.
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Mission Statement of Japan Region

The mission of ITC Japan Region is to present the members opportuni-
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