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President’s Message

Thoughts on “Sapphire Blue of the Sea”

President of Japan Region  Kazuko Izumi

From the vast standpoint of the earth's environment, it seems these days that we ourselves are making the world a
difficult place to live in by destroying nature so rapidly. And social situations seem to have become so complicated
as to make us uncertain whether reforms are good or bad even if they are clamored for loudly. In view of all this, I
would like to frankly ask each of you how you feel about being a member of ITC.

Don't you think it is already a long time since changes in ITC were said to be necessary to meet the needs of the
times? In my opinion, however, we can no longer take things so easy. We have entered a transition period when we
cannot but change things through action, not by a mere desk plan. About half the term has passed since I took over
the management of the Region. during which time I have made every effort as President to ensure that the members



feel that changes are taking place little by little. I will be very glad if recently you feel, at the very least, a little more
comfortable to be a member of ITC.

Some members may regard ITC training as a lifelong education, while others may have chosen to be a member to
gain a foothold in making more contribution to society. This is not the time to complain that it is difficult or
impossible to provide education to fit the needs of all members. I think the first thing to do is take as many actions as
circumstances permit, as there is no telling what will be given the credit for success. What matters for us now, I
think, is that whatever our purpose for being a member, we have to pursue an ideal ITC by overcoming considerable
difficulties and enduring changes while maintaining the communication which is so fundamental for us. At the
Region Conference which is to be held in Kobe in June, there will be a panel discussion on "The Ideal ITC", in
commemoration of the 20th anniversary. This will be a meaningful opportunity for us to discuss how the future
should be for ITC.

Wishing for an ideal future for ITC, I have chosen "Sapphire Blue of the Sea" as the theme for the Conference,
picturing in my mind the scene of a ship launching into the sapphire blue and boundless ocean. Iwould like you to
take part in the Conference so that you confirm with your own eyes the tradition of the Region which has been
handed down over the past 20 years, and I will be very pleased if you are inspired by the theme "Sapphire Blue of the

"

Sea".

Message from Irene E. Johnson A.C. ITC President

Greetings to the members of Japan Region

I look forward to being the Official Visitor to your Region and anticipate meeting many of you in person this June.

[ am currently retired from Civil Service where I worked for twenty-eight years. While working I was responsible
for the implementation policy for the Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty, the Chemical Weapons Treaty and the Open
Skies Treaty. This responsibility required me to do a lot of traveling and present many briefings to high-ranking
officials within the United States Government.

I am married to Curtis Johnson and we have a blended family of eight children and seven grandchildren. I
personally have four children and am very proud of their accomplishments. My oldest daughter is a physician, my
son is a pilot for American Airlines, my second daughter is an attorney and my youngest daughter is training
specialist who develops training manuals for lessons for new computer program systems.

AS the ITC President, I spend much time on the computer communicating with members around the world. I also
dedicate a large protion of my time to the community where I live promoting ITC. It is a real honor to be the
President of such a great organization and I have been afforded many opportunities to travel and share my expertise
around the world.

AS I'look back over my time in ITC, I can truly say that what I have enjoyed most about my ITC experience is the
opportunities I have had to participate in the International Speech Contest. I have been fortunate enough to represent
my region in the International Contest on four different occasions. While I have not won the speech contest, I have
been in the finals twice and look forward to competing again once my tenure on the ITC Board is completed.

My husband and I love to travel and we love to take vacations on cruise ships. We have been on approximately six
cruises since we retired and look forward to taking many more in the future. I would love to take a cruise to Alaska
and plan to include that in my travel plans very soon. My favorite holiday is Christmas. I really love the season and
decorate each room on my house. I collect African-American Santa Claus’ and have approximately sixty that I place
around the house each year. I am always on the lookout for new additions to my collection and look forward to
displaying and enjoying them each year.

My favorite thing to do to relax is to read a good book. I love to curl up and enjoy a good suspense novel or a
wonderful romance novel.

I hope this information gives you a little insight into me and I look forward to seeing you in June at the Japan
Region Conference.
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