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Region President’s Keynote Address

Sato Hoshino, President

During the past year, I have had a number of wonderful and priceless experiences. I could
meet many people, have witty ITC conversation and feel their warm heart. So each time I
attended a conference, I came home thanking my friend who first invited me to ITC and also
thanking ITC that had trained me like this who used to have been a fainthearted coward.

Such fine communication and warm heart have, I am sure, made successful extension of
Japan Region. I also think those interesting programs that meet the needs of club characters
keep the members fixed to their clubs and stimulate the increase of full-membership clubs.

To develop our characters, first we have to have open and warmhearted communication with
cultivated words and deepen our mutual understanding. The joy of attaining the task one
imposed on oneself is indeed, the joy no one but ITC members can have, don’t you agree?

Once I asked the members of my club as a table topi¢c “Have you ever thought of quitting
ITC?” “If so, what made you change your mind?” Most people answered they had thought of
leaving ITC, but their wonderful friends had made them reconsider.

Words that are thoughtless can hurt others and make them go away. On the other hand,
words that are warmhearted can make them stay.

As I felt ac~utely the importance of words, the basics of all communications, I decided the
theme of this year’s Conference to be “Kind Face, Loving Words”. A dictionary says
“conversing with kind words and cheerful, peaceful face”. I would like to keep “Kind Face,
Loving Words” all the time even after the conference.

It is said one thinks only of future while young, but when old, one thinks of the past. However,
we are now in the age when average life span is eighty years. It’s still too early for those in their
seventies to indulge in the reminiscences.

To have the vision “Create the Future”, the theme of our ITC President, must be the secret
of being young at heart forever.

ITC is where you can adopt yourself to fast changing world through wide communication and
challenge any role and cultivate yourself regardless of your age.

So let’s all look for better tomorrow, cherish the motto of ITC with open mind as the base
of all our actions.

This conference is held in the same month, same year of joyous royal wedding, the long
waited happy news for us Japanese who have been somewhat depressed in the years of
economical decline.

I am looking forward this conference will be memorable, joyful and useful one to you all.
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Thank You Letter from Mr. Clarence La Rue

Dear Members,

The time that my wife and I spent in Japan before and after your
Region Conference was memorable for both of us. I have been
fortunate in having an opportunity to see a number of places outside
of my country, but our time in Japan was a very unique and pleasant
experience that was highlighted by the warmth with which we were
received by the Japan Region members.
You will never know how special we felt when a member found time to take us to her
home for a tea ceremony during the conference ; or when a member welcomed us into her
home for an overnight stay where we slept in traditional Japanese style ; or when some of
your members spent a lot of time getting us from place to place on trains and in taxis to
show us some very special things ; or when your members interrupted their schedules to
have dinner with us ; or when some of your members whisked us through rush hour traffic
to make certain that we were able to see a special place, and still get back to the
conference on time for the next meeting ; or when an interpreter steered me through a
business meeting ; or when a member arranged to have a Karaoke bar that was normally
closed opened just for us ; and finally, when a member made the Japanese language speech
contest an enjoyable experience even though I don’t understand Japanese.
Through the food that we were served, and with the hospitality that was shown to us, our
time with you was truly a pleasant cultural experience that most of my fellow Americans
who visit your country will never know. The welcome mat will be out for anyone who
wants to drop by our house if you are in America. Thank you Japan Region !

Clarence La Rue
(As I am writing this, Elaine is “up to her neck” in work getting ready for the convention in
Edmonton. While the words are mine, she too has nothing but praise for the way we were
received.)
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Japan Region Annual Report 1992-1993
Mihoko Kondo, Secretary

In compliance with Bylaws, Standing Rules and the board objectives of Japan Region, the
Board of Directors conducted the affairs of the organization this term.
MEETINGS Under the leadership of President Sato Hoshino, the Japan Region Board of
Directors convened for seven in-person meetings which were held in Nagoya and Kyoto.
PLANNING FOR THE TERM OF 1992-1993 In keeping with the theme of this term, Make
a Better Tommorrow with an Open Mind, the Board established the following long/short-range
plans.
Long-range plans:
1.To establish the socialization of ITC in Japan.
2.To expand quality clubs. (100 clubs by 1999)
3.To devide Japan Region.
4.To make Japan Region Office an economically variable organization.
Short-range plans:
1.To rationalize office transaction.
2.To study Education Promotion Committee.
3.To promote PREM activity.
APPOINTED COMMITTEE & TEAM To make a further growth and development of Japan
Region, Education Promotion Committee was appointed as a special committee and PREM
team was formed.
CLUB MAILINGS were sent out to club presidents four times.
ONE OFFICIAL VISIT was conducted eight councils, respectively.
ACCREDITATION An index of the accreditation manual was compiled and distributed to
each club. The cumulative totals for levels of achievement in the accreditation program during
the term of 1992-1993 were : Course 1-95, Course 2-31, Course3-3,
EXTENSION A charter application has already been made working hard to make
applications for charter during this term.
MEMBERS As of May 20, 1993, Japan Region hold 67 clubs; and our membership is 1,712.
Full-membership clubs are 16.
PROGRAM Eleven training sessions focused on “WORDS” were arranged.
PUBLICATIONS Eight newly-translated materials, 10 additional-printings and reprintings as
well as revisons, and 6 kinds of Bylaws 1992 were published.
LONG-RANGE STUDY In view of future, dividing Japan Region has been considered.
Discussion “Create the Future” is to be held at this conference, in order to make a better
tommorrow of ITC and Japan Region.
WRITING CONTEST There were seven entries in Japanese and two in English for our
second contest this year. The winner in English will participate in the contest of the
international level.
EDUCATION PROMOTION The following objectivities of the committee activeties were
adopted by the Board of Directors in March:
1.Contribute to the education promotion of Japan Region and its members as human resources.
2.Help clubs and councils with education and trainig by their request. As a first step, original
materials of Japan Region, “Officer’s Guide Line” and “A Sample of a Club Meeting minutes”
were prepared.
PREM TEAM Under the direction of the term leader, three committee chairmen of Public
Relations, Extension and Membership, worked together as a team to establish the socialization
ITC in Japan, and directed the council PREM activities.
(Pl F 7= U~#<)
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Japan Region Office Annual Report 1992-1993

Junko Morita, Office Manager

1. Translation Committee
Akemi Kosuge, committee chairman, supervised 24 translaters, and those members
translated eight kinds of educational features, several articles from the Communicators for
four booklets (distributed to the members) and also I'TC All Club Mailing (October and April).

2.Publication Committee
Yoshiko Ishikawa, committee chairman, produced eight kinds of new educational features
(as follows below) and the updated bylaws of each levels.
“SETTING PERSONAL GOALS”
“PREM PROJECT---HOW TO DO IT”
“FUN WITH FUNDAMENTALS---EVERYDAY SPEECH SITUATIONS”
“TIPS FOR TAKING A TEST”
“THE AFTER-DINNER SPEECH”
“SPEECH TO PERSUADE”
“BUDGET--THE HOW TOQO”
“ITC EXTENSION POLICIES AND PROCEDURE MANUAL”

3.Supply Committee
Mikiko Kuzuya, committee chairman, in cooperation of 8 supply committee members of
each coucil, worked very well in selling educational materials and supplies. Those are sold
also here at Region Conference. The total of sales will become as the anticipated budget
income at the end of this term.

4.Masako Ito has the complicated job of keeping accurate records of financial
transactions of office operation. She also managed the business of sending membership fees
and money for supply to ITC Headquarters as requested by clubs.

5.Region Office hired an assistant, from February of this year, who works in the morning twice
a week.

I express my deepest gratitude to all the committees and other members concerned who worked
for Region Office.

M 5~_—T L DKL

JAPAN REGION OFFICE OPERATIONS continue to be run smoothly and efficiently under
the management of the new Office Manager. One stuff member was employed to make Region
Office an economically variable organization and to rationalize office.

COUNCIL MANAGEMENT TRAINING was presented to 106 attendees at 12 training
sessions on Nobember 5, 1992 at Kyoto Grand Hotel.

COUNCIL MANAGEMENT TRAINING was presented to councils officers and committee
chairmen on June 2, 1993 at Kyoto Grand Hotel.

REGION MANAGEMENT TRAINING was presented by I'TC PRESIDENT Elaine La Rue,
an official visitor, prior to this conference to region officers and committee chairmen.
ATTENDANCE RATE was calculated 1009% for RMT and over 90% for CMT, 14 training
sessions.

TOTAL HOURS for RMT was 4 hours and 8 hours for CMT.
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Amendments of Japan Region Bylaws & Standing Rules

Masako Miyazaki, Bylaws & Resolutions Committee Chairman

Japan Region Bylaws and Standing Rules were amended at the 11th Japan Region conference
as follows:

JAPAN REGION BYLAWS

1.ARTICLE Ill. MEMBERSHIP. SECTION C. BOUNDARIES 2.

2.ARTICLE V. ELECTION AND DUTIES OF OFFICERS. SECTION C. NOMINATIONS
5.

3.ARTICLE VI. APPOINTED OFFICERS. SECTION B.
DUTIES OF APPOINTED OFFICERS. 1. a.
As for 1, 2 and 3, it is not necessary to amend English version of Japan Region Bylaws.

4.ARTICLE VI. APPOINTED OFFICERS. SECTION B.
DUTIES OF APPOINTED OFFICERS.
4.Each officer shall prepare a written annual report.

5. Permanent records of each office shall be transferred to successors by August 1, at the
direction of the incoming president.
5.ARTICLE V. MEETINGS AND QUORUMS. SECTION B. PURPOSE. 1.
It is not necessary to amend English version of Japan Region Bylaws.

6.ARTICLE IX. COMMITTEES AND THEIR DUTIES. SECTION B.
DUTIES OF STANDING COMMITTEES. 4.
e.Incorporate any changes in bylaws and/or standing rules resulting from action taken at the
region conference.

7.ARTICLE IX. COMMITTEES AND THEIR DUTIES. SECTION B.
DUTIES OF STANDING COMMITTEES.
5.Conference Coordinating. The conference coordinating committee, under the direction of
+«+ all details of the region conference. Any surplus funds shall be put into the region general
fund.

8.ARTICLE IX. COMMITTEES AND THEIR DUTIES. SECTION B.
DUTIES OF STANDING COMMITTEES. 6.
{Amend by inserting new ”b”, and present ”b” becomes "c”.)
b.Prepare ballot.

9.STANDING RULE : 4. SECRETARY.
b.Edit a roster of officers of region, councils and clubs within the region and distribute the
copies of the roster to the member of the region board and council presidents.
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What the “Communicator” really means

One of my pleasures is to read the “Communicator” which shares news and ideas of members all over
the world. I enjoyed it even more this year as a chairperson of the translation committee. The huge
mountain of hard work was divided into pieces one by one.

Now we have our ears tuned to learn about how we can change ITC. All the “Communicator” issues
of this year contain articles about this change for the future.
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“SUPERSTITION, CUSTOMS, and
FOLKLORE of DIFFERENT LANDS”

Man has learned very slowly to
understand the world about him. For
many thousands of years, strange and
mysterious events or circumstances
troubled and frightened him. He
believed they were caused by good or
evil forces which chould be controlled if
he had the power to do so. These beliefs
are called superstition. Many similar
superstitious notions and customs in
different languages from ancient times
persisted of which some were odd or
amusing and many were harmless.




Astrology became a complex form of
superstition. Each planet and star was
given a personality, so if you were born
under that condition, your personality
was dicided. The position of the sun,
moon, stars, and planets are believed to
influence the human life, and the
knowledge gained by studying the
heaven developed into an elabolate
system of foretelling the future.
Fortunetelling is very old and many
people have spent much money
believing in fortunetellers. Some tell
your fortune simply by your birth date
alone or by reading the palm of your
hand.

Salt is widely regarded as possessing
magic purifying qualities. In Japan, salt
is sprinkled on a person before he
enters his home after he has attended a
wake or funeral. Also, in Japan in some
rural areas, small mounds of salt are
placed on either side of the entrance of
speciality restaurants or shops and on
the four corners of the private property
to purify the place or to keep away bad
luck.

Even nowadays, hotels and city
homes do not use the number 13, and in
Japan the number 4 is sometimes not
used because the pronunciation of 4 is
similar to the pronunciation of death.
Stepping on the crack of the sidewalk in
America and on the binding of the
tatami, rice straw mat floorings, in
Japan is not done as to do so is
considered to bring bad luck. Also,
breaking a mirror, giving a knife as a
gift, opening an umbrella indoors,
walking under a ladder, having a black
cat run across in front of you are
considered to be bad luck in certain
parts of the world.

In Japan, families do not name a
newborn baby after a living person for
fear that the relative will die, but they
may use the same Chinese character
which is pronounced a different way.
However, in America, it is a common
practice to name, especially the son,
after the father or grandfather followed
by Junior or the III to the family name.

As the use of the right hand is normal
for most persons, the use of the left
hand is forbidden because it offsets the
good. On the other hand, the left hind
feet of the rabbit becomes a charm to
protect one against the harmful forces

or beings.
Sneezing is almost everywhere an

“omen. Italians say “felicita” wishing to

bless you or to bring good luck,
Germans say “gesunheit” wishing you
good health, English speaking people
say “God bless you”, and Japanese say
that someone is talking about you when
you sneeze. Finding a four leaf clover
will bring you good luck. A horseshoe,
when it is placed above the door frame
with the prongs upwards, will bring
good luck when you pass under it. As a
tradition in America, a bride must wear
at her wedding ceremony something
old, something new, something
borrowed and something blue to have
good luck.

Sometimes, we do not know which
country superstition, customs, and
folklore originated from as many
customs and stories resemble each
other very closely. Folklore includes
myth which explains life and death and
the great forces of Nature related to
religion, Fables teach people how they
should live telling stories about animals
of which the most famous is “Aesop
Fables”. Legends, also, teach and are
sometimes is partly true as “Robin
Hood”. Fairly tales amuse and
entertain people taking places in
never-never land with fairies using
magic as “Cinderella” and “Peter Pan”.
Other forms are folk songs of simple
expression of emotion and ballads
which tell long stories of actual people
and thing that really happened as

“Mother Goose” verses.

Many people, who otherwise are
logical people, cling to superstitious
beliefs because they hope that
influences which lie outside their
normal experiences can affect their life
and destiny. With the development of
modern education, the discoveries of
scientists, and the thoughts of scholars
have helped to check the growth of
superstition. Folklore in different
languages include all the customs,
beliefs, and traditions that people have
handed down from generation to
generation the unwritten “language of
literature” which the people learned by
word of mouth. Today, with the
development of printing, we can read
all about the beliefs of those people of
long ago.



N T
:

o

BEFER®E %EI‘E?
c HMLBRMNAHTVEEADL? ;
FOREL LT VEIFCLO22H2TEBB3AEILTAEL: ),
« H25IF ;
—EIZ2 O REIETTH. FUEFELBEELTWBTL L b,
- BiOFE
~AEBrEBLH IV BEAYET, T~AICT S, LI TAZBICT 5, {EIEHH
+E ¥4,
TREREBNFRINE~
;gﬁ%%mﬁm?To FRERXMBHWEB b3 I LicfivE T, FREO2E LT TR
cOOEBE BEGHYIHEAH?
BRIBERITRTHOMELHDTIIBLTWBXRETL: T,
c—ATHRERNBEZBELTUVLIAL;
THWOBIRELLEL £ 5. HHIIENLNATTH» S,
cAIFHFBUVDICHERLTLEL, BRLES
AETT, BRkzikboa2 i3, ¥HIBRRM LA 2720 TT2 S
e H L AEE ;
J;gg%?a;tw5@$%f~ﬂﬂé?64twiﬁE\—ﬁﬁaTeE%%&ifuw
« B L EH»SH S
BRELTE-TATIZIREN T2RE2IHBICLE Ty LMWTTId2L LERA,
cRELEZEEXGEVLDREWL;
Tl Lok, ZEROBEICEENFLE I,
o {FESEYER X TEEE 2
MBI THLAHEN, BIRB 2 BRI 201ICHR LA TNIET®RN L 23 LD, Tk 5
By R TEREREUY) Ty L&, 6T 50EFERATTY,
+TRASICTEE) B 2BPEEZIZE ?
2HBEEL LEETFOTNT, FHELL I, BELLI W, OFEHFHET,
cSHEH{EALNEVWS/
TR > &M, 2L T3 ? TLREZRZ T, £RDOEIBEIZTE FHA, KEIICHEY
13 T&FTH,
s TIRRENR, LD~
FRRIEBOETBIE o BPTRIT, BEOTBIC L2 ) XA, E0FERICHITED
PEOFM2ZELES,
+THRELW, L5
KNDLEDVBLTHETICHURE L WE EITF-oKLICH>TLEnE S 3,
- HREEER
Th, T~ICRKHT 5, 3 ET, T~ UL, TIRED 3%
- FS—NRE;
;E—ﬁ&&iﬁt TR, BEICEr> TEINIBETT, BRIEIZOEN S NERLFEEL
l ')0

#HA7TR=2 L VK<)

We Japanese members should join this change by expressing our ideas about how to change ITC.
When we translate the “Communicator” into Japanese, we used to put much effort to translate into
clear Japanese, as much as possible. But now, we can help to share their ideas with the world members

" through the “Communicator”. After reading translated articles, members can write to the editor in
Japan Region in Japanese.

When we respond to the ITC “Communicator”, we fulfill the real meanig---an exchange od ideas. And

we, the translation committee members, are very happy to be a part of it.
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To all members, first of all, I greatly appreciate your cooperation that enabled me to carry
through a great task as the president of the 11th term. For one year, we, the officers, have
performed each task harmoniously, hoping for a better tomorrow and always trying to simplify
the office management.

One year ago, in my speech of installation, I said that this year would be full of worries and
joys for me, but now that the year has passed, it was full of joy without any trouble. The
greatest joy was to visit the new clubs and meet many members of the committees. That has
widened my world.

Each committee has acted positively though it was embarrassed with the strange words such
as PREM. I’ve learned many things from it. I think that everything was promoted well because
the Japan Region has been founded firmly in this decade, and the office work got on the right
track. Again, I'd like to show my gratitude to all the seniors that have devoted their time to
build the foundation up to now. Now, the Japan Region is the largest and the most powerful in
the world and was selected as “Region of the Year”.

The Japan Region is changing as one of the members of ITC that is trying to improve for a
glorious future. I feel the powerful young energy. I hope that the energy will grow steadily and
will continue to grow for a better history that values the tradition that we have made so far.
Thank you very much.
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F rom HOl‘lg Kong With Love Bonnie Chan (Hong Kong Club)

I was the winner of the Hong Kong ITC extemporaneous speach competition this year - the first
non - English mother tongue winner at least for the last six years. The topic I chose was “You are
how old you think you are.”

I think that I am very young because I keep thinking young and I keep learning.

I practice “keep learning” almost all the time : by formally going to classes, by joining personal
development groups like ITC, by watching others and talking to others. The last two make life very
very interesting and exciting for me.

I was overwhelmed by all the participants at the Japan Region Conference earlier this month. My
established belief that Japanese ladies are all very submissive has been amended : they may be
submissive on occassions but they also have other fine qualities to name a few, of elegance
enthusiasm, aim for perfection and accepting challenges - no difference from all the ladies of other
nationalities that I have met.

I am a very fortunate person. I have the opportunities to work with and understand the British
while undergoing accountancy training in England. Throughout my career life, at ITC my social
circles in Hong Kong, and while working for Tiffany & Co. in the last five years I came into ‘
contact with Australians, Singaporeans, Taiwanese, Japanese, Americans and, of course, Chinese. '
Many times, I was privileged enought to share with them their innermost and very private thoughts.
I learn about people, human relationships, communications and philosophy.

There is no barrier in people, despite differences in languages, customs, cultures, educational and
family backgrounds, if people want to reach out.

I was warmly received at the Japan Region Conference. At the club meetings of Kashiwa, Chiba
and Tokyo, fellow ITC members extended their friendliness and welcome to me.

I watched how Japan clubs conduct their meetings and had a glimpse of how an ITC region
operates and how outspoken Japanese ladies can bel!

I witnessed the turning of a new page at the Conference - last year’s officers having work
accomplished and were acknowledged, and new officers graciously taking up challenges,
interweaving their duties with their busy working and family life.

As I am also turning another page of my life, while working towards my career goals, I must not
forget to build the family element into my life.

Thank you, Japan ITC members, for widening my scope and enriching my learning experiences.
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Make a Better Tomorrow

with an Open Mind.

Create the Future




