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ITCLEA v v —Y Message from ITC President

P T R el

June 1, 1992
Anita L. Henzler, ITC President

Please express my appreciation to the members
of the Region, as well as the Board of Directors, for
the warmth of friendships and courtesies extended

to me. I thoroughly enjoyed my stay in your
country. Every time I wear the lovely brooch, it
will bring fond memories of the members and the
10th Anniversary Celebration.

Kindest regards.
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Michiko Tsuneda, President of Japan Region

Everything has alife force. So it is with an organization. Once we are created, once we exist, it is people
who daily help us breathe; who daily help us grow.

The Japan Region has grown with the help of many people, and today we are here to celebrate it’s 10th
anniversary. If one spends time without purpose for 10 years, it may seem long, but, if one has goals and
works hard at them, 10 years seems very short.

Each of us is given a day composed of twenty-four hours. How we spend this given time is all our per-
sonal choice. We are here today, of our own free will, as ITC members. What a valuable choice we have
made!

Once there was a very shy, quiet girl. This girl could have grownup and become a shy, quiet housewife.
But one day she found the existence of an organization called ITC, and became a member. Thirteen years
have passed since she joined the organization. What has happened to her? A whole new world has opened
up to her, and she has come to know the joy of leaming. Her dimension of life have expanded as she has
leamned to develop her thinking process and to put her thoughts into action. Now she has become able to
address audiences. You might have already guessed it—this person is me!

It is said that we can polish our personalities with the help of other people. Life involves meeting many

. people. We are given opportunities to leam from each one of them. ITC is a wonderful organization and
. gives us opportunities to learn from each other.

One of the problem we are facing in modem day Japan is education. Our idea that traditional school
education is the only way to leam is changing,

People are learning the importance of teaching youngsters social skills so that they can communicate
within their communities as well as self-motivation skills so they canenjoy the process of life-long leam-
ing and growth. These ideas are in keeping with our goals at ITC.

In the times in which we live, caring, warm communication is highly valued and necessary to ensure
the success of ourendeavors. It is said that the new technology which will be available in the 21st Century
will help to enhance and expand people’s minds. According to the Mid-Term Report from Life-Time
Leamning Council of the Ministry of Education, multi-dimensional education is a requirement for the fu-
ture in order to enhance life and encourage objectives and expand horizons that will lead to self-fulfill-
ment and enrichment.

It can be said, therefore, that ITC is a trend setter for self-enlightenment that is consistent with our cur-
rent goals. It is my wish that we continue to keep the flame of intellectual inquisitiveness bumning, thus
expanding our intellectual growth, finding joy in the experiece and giving proof to our life force!

Thank you.

ITCEBFRY—-avE N PERER
Japan Region Officers for 1992—-1993
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ITC Japan Region 10th Annual Report (1991-1992)

Masako Sayama, Secretary of Japan Region

We, the officers of the Japan Region 1991-1992, have been working towards the following goals in line
with the bylaws and the board objectives.

Goals for the Term:

(1) To improve communication skiils as an organization

(2) To substantiate the individual clubs

(3) To encourage taking part in society

(4) 10th anniversary project: a) video production; b) commemorative publications

Six board meetings have been held (ten meetings by mail) and all-club mailing was sent out five times.
One official visit was made to each of the eight councils. Information for Councils was mailed for every
meeting, and further visits were made when so requested by the Councils.

Combined with PREM activities, Japan Region has planned for its 10th anniversary celebrations, video
tape production and a commemorative publication. This professionally produced video has already been
completed and distributed to all councils. It should prove valuable in remote areas for use in extension,
promotional activities, orientation, and much more. A chronicle of the forty-three year history of Japan
ITC, the commemorative publication shall be distributed to all members. These productions have been
achieved by the 10th Anniversary Project Team, a joint team consisting of the program, education, ex-
tension, editing and promotion committees.

Japan Region started the year with eight councils and sixty-three clubs. With our long-term goals,
developing new clubs of high quality, the extension committee went to work. Adding our newly chartered
clubs, Sanda Club: July 22, 1991; Setouchi Club: February 7, 1992; Kariya Club: February 12; Tottori
Sakyu Club: April 23; Kamogawa Club: May 19; our Region now counts sixty-seven clubs.

As of May 19, 1992, the membership committee has reported the total membership of the Japan Region
as being 1,751.

The main activities of the other committees are as follows:

* Accreditation: Members have been encouraged to participate in the program. The club with the highest
total points shall be rewarded at the Region Conference, as has been done annually. '

* Audit: A survey was held mid-term on January 31 to grasp the present situation.

* Budget/Finance: A supplementary budget was submitted in early March and approved by the Japan
Region board.

* Publicity: Upon reviewing the present leaflets, two types were printed. Activity reports received from
the Oral Reading Group and other community activities were filed as external publicity material.

* Publishing: Eleven newly translated materials were published. Thirty additional printings and revisions
were executed. There is more currently undergoing translation.

* Speech Contest: The new rules and duties were translated, printed and distributed to all councils and
clubs; the Speech Contest in August and the Writing Contest in November.

* Writing Contest: There are 11 entrants (all Japanese) for our first Writing Contest. The winner will be
announced at the Conference. :

» Japan Region Office: A member was added to handle the ever increasing clerical work. The office has
achieved its aim to manage the business affairs of the Region.

* Master Manual (Japanese Version): Under the joint effort of the translation and publishing committees
and two years of hard work, this manual has finaily been completed and published. The ITC Board of
Directors has approved that $10.00 of new member fees will be applied to the publishing expense.

* Long-Term Planning: Establishing ITC’s social standing in Japan was discussed. Dividing our Region
was postponed, needing further consideration on where the border should be drawn.

Thirteen various workshops were provided for the 105 members that participated in the CMT held at
the Kyoto Tower Hotel on November 8, 1991.

With ITC President, Anita Henzler as an official visitor, RMT and CMT were held at Hotel New Otani
Osaka on May 25, 1992. A total four hours of RMT and eight hours of CMT were held for this year’s in-
coming officers and committee chairmen of which over 80% were attending.
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Lina Gotoh, Bylaws & Resolutions Committee Chairman
Japan Region Bylaws and Standing Rules were amended at the 10th Japan Region conference as fol-
lows:
JAPAN REGION BYLAWS
1. ARTICLEIIl. MEMBERSHIP, SECTION C. BOUNDARIES, 2
2. ARTICLEIIl. MEMBERSHIP, SECTION C. BOUNDARIES, 3
3. ARTICLEIV. FINANCING, SECTION A
1,2 and 3 are already written as the amendments in the Japan Region Bylaws in English.
4. ARTICLE VI. APPOINTED OFFICERS, SECTION B.
DUTIES OF APPOINTED OFFICERS, 1.
Amend by striking out paragraph “d” (the present “¢” to become “d”).
5. ARTICLEIX. COMMITTEES AND THEIR DUTIES, SECTION B.
DUTIES OF STANDING COMMITTEES, 4.
Amend by adding new paragraphs “f” & “g"”.
f. Verify with region board and parliamentarian the amendments in the Bylaws and Standing
Rules adopted at ITC convention; print in Region magazine provisions as automatically
amended as a result.
g Beresponsible for printing in the region magazine changes of Standard Bylaws at all levels
published by ITC headquarters at the beginning of each term.
6. ARTICLEIX. COMMITTEES AND THEIR DUTIES, SECTION B.
DUTIES OF STANDING COMMITTEES, 7. f.
This is already written as the amendment in the Japan Region Bylaws in English.

JAPAN REGION STANDING RULES
7. STANDING RULES 2. ANNUAL DUES v
- Amend by striking out, “before August 1” and inserting “on or before August 1”.

Annual dues shall be ¥4,000 per member, covering the cost of the region magazine issued
four (4) times annually, and the operating expenses for Japan Region Office, payable by
clubs on or before August 1. Members joining on or after....

8. STANDING RULES 7. ITC JAPAN REGION OFFICE C. 4) (2)
Amend by substitution.
(2) Retain ten dollars ($10.00) of the twenty dollar ($20.00) new member fee for the purpose
of printing Master Manual in Japanese, in compliance with the permission granted by 1991~
92 ITC Board.

RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, We are tracing and recording the birth of ITC in Japan to celebrate our Tenth Anniversary,
which will be a permanent record as a history of the development of ITC in Japan in the future;
and,

WHEREAS, Copies of the commemorative volume should be distributed to each and every member in
order to know the history of our organization; and,

WHEREAS, Publishing expenses are too much to be covered by the Region General Account Budget
and,

WHEREAS, We consider it appropriate to pay a part of the expenses from Japan Region Fund for the
benefit of the entire membership; therefore.

RESOLVED That publishing expenses of our Commemorative Tenth Anniversary History, in amount
of ¥600,000, shall be paid from Japan Region Fund as a part of the total expense.

-9 -
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The First Place Speech in English

Subject: Dining Table
Title: Happy Circle

Seiko Suzuki, Kashiwa Club (Council No. 8)

“Children! Dad’s back! Come to the circle! Teais ready!” It’s ten o'clock in the evening. I didn’texpect
to have a family gathering so late at night. I don’t care what time it is! This is our new happy family circle
around the dining table.

It was ten years ago, when my husband and I had a small house with a tiny garden in the suburbs of
Tokyo. We were young parents with two children and we had a dream of an ideal family. To make our
dream perfect, we made a shopping list of the furniture we would need. On top of the list was a dining
table. I wanted to buy a round-shaped pretty table that symbolized a happy family circle and I imagined
the beautiful scene of my family at the table, sharing food and laughing, as you might have seen in the
housing commercial on TV. But my husband is a practical man and insisted on buying a large, strong, rec-
tangular table so that we could do many things together around it. His suggestion worked out. The large
dining table served us in many ways. I used it for a work space when I made cookies with my daughter.
My son used it for his study desk. My husband used it to write out important documents. We used it for
a table for two after our children went to bed. My family even used it to play table tennis on rainy days.
Needless to say, it performed its original duty as a place to eat meals. Good meals help us relax and share
family conversation. We enjoyed small talks and daily happenings. My children learned mom’s taste, old
family stories, what kind of topics were suitable and not suitable, how to behave and how not to behave
at the table and how to care foreach other. My husband and I also leamned a lot from their stories and often
felt the reward of parenthood. The dining table was the center of the family where we got together, had
fun, laughed and cried. We nurtured the love communication among family and family ties.

But those were the days. Recently it’s getting more and more difficult for us to sit and talk together at
the table. I think you have or had the same problem. Like most Japanese homes, the first one who disap-
peared from the circle around the table was my husband. He became occupied with his job and couldn’t
or wouldn’t come home from work until late at night. Both social drinking with his colleagues and going
golfing on weekends are a part of work, he says. There are not many fathers who give up work for dinner
with the family in this society. On the other hand, as my children have grown, they have come to spend
longer hours participating in various kinds of activities away from home. Since they have started studying
three times a week until late at night at cram school, they seldom see each other at the table. All my family
are busy working and studying according to their own schedule. As a result, the large dining table looks
very lonely. It has become just a place to quickly eat a meal. Often alone. Family communication tends
to be neglected. This is a tiny peep of how it’s going to be in the future. Thave a premonition of the empty
nest. :

Sooner or later, all children will be independent from parents. Even if they prefer to be alone in their
room, go out with friends rather than with parents, or even refuse their parents’ dining table, it's nothing
extraordinary. This is the process. We can’t stop it. But we wouldn't like to give up and we wouldn’t like
them to give up the joy of communication with family. There are still many more things we want to share
with them. Actually children want to talk and want to be understood, encouraged and accepted. This is



the chance for a family to prepare and redesign a new family circle. There are no stereotypes in this situa-
tion. It’s different from family to family. At the same time, parents should improve themselves to attract
children. If children recognized parents as trustworthy partners, they would be willing to join a circle and
talk heart to heart. Then we’ll be able to enjoy a new relationship with them, the relationship between
adult and adult. My family is trying to build up this relationship at a new family circle.

The family circle is like a harbor where small boats come back and rest their tired bodies and where they
regain energy and go out. This is the place where family makes together and grows together. You could
say the dining table is a witness of the history of the family.

Communication among family serves as a kind of model for how we communicate with others and how
we can have successful relationships. Children brought up in a happy family circle will surely make a
larger happy people circle. Because they know the joy of communication and sharing. Let’s utilize our
communication skills and become a good coordinator of a happy circle.

Oh, it’s past ten o’clock. I have to go. My family could be waiting for me at the dining table, in anticipa-
tion of a warm and happy family gathering. Would you please excuse me?
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Subject: Temptation
Title: No women will get old.

The word “to tempt” means, according to the dictionary, to seduce a person and tempt him into sin. As
we know, the word “to tempt” is a transitive verb. An object should always come after. As for myself,
looking back upon my life by now, as an object of all kinds of temptations, I found that I had sometimes
fought against them, sometimes compromised with them, and even sometimes stood aside them. How-
ever, the struggles made me what I am today.

I remembered how I had struggled against the trail of death at the end of the war in Manchu, China,
presented to me by my mother. All her hope was gone because of the missing of my father. After that, the
trail of death came to me three times repeatedly, whenever encountering with deadly difficulties.

I began mountain climbing after I went out to the world. The natural beauty moved me profoundly.
Since then I climbed frequently and got a chance to meet a hillbilly. He lent me a sackful of books. The
weight of the books gave me an illusion that it was the weight of his intelligence. I yielded to the tempta-
tion. The man is now my husband. But am I really happy? I doubt.

Besides, at the age of over 60, I am always nervous about the wrinkles and the bodyline everytime when
Ilook into the mirror. I am about to yield to the temptation of some very expensive goods, which were
said to be good for your beauty. There is an old saying in France, “No women will get old.” That is, no
women will get old or die by any means. The nature will make get old, but she is always young in her
mind. A woman will always keep her hobby, her pleasure and her love for long. But how about a man?

Here I would like to present you four points to help you preventing being old.

1. Keep the identity stiffly in order to set a high value on yourself.

2. Keep to yourself an endless curiosity and keep on challenging what interests you.
3. Keep in mind the so-called “flexibility”.

4. Be “the subject” of temptation and get the experiences.

Doubtless, you will never get old as the French saying says, and will surely enjoy your life happily and
freshly forever.
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