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May the road rise to meet you,
May the wind be always at your back.
May the sun shine warm upon your face,
The rains fall soft upon your fields.
And until we meet again may God
Hold you in the palm of His hand.

IRISH BLESSING.
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President: Jean Joyce (Hanshin)

Ewsuko Kikuchi (Hanshin)
Second Vice President: Junko Morita (Nagoya)

Tadako Hirose (Hanshin)
Fuyuko Yashiro (Nagoya)

First Vice President:

Secretary:
Treasurer:

President’s Theme: Creative Progress
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Subject: BEING AN INTERNATIONAL PERSON
Title: NOT ONLY WITH THINGS, BUT ALSO WITH PEOPLE
Hanshin Club Keiko Akisawa

“*International ", this word we see in newspapers, magazines, on bill boards, T.V., every place.
International conferences and international trade fairs are held almost everyday somewhere in Japan.
This country has been internationalized very quickly on the surface, but underneath, only a few people
are cosmopolitan in their characters.

To most of the Japanese, the words “*international person™" give the image of internationally
famous professionals such as ambassadors, scholars, and musicians. They give us the impression
of modern appearance, sophisticated manners and fluency in other languages. International persons are
our ideals, but are only V.I.P.s **international persons''?

On the other hand, the meaning of **international person’ is often misused. Let's look at some
recent advertisements . . .**Get your ABC card now and be an INTERNATIONAL PERSON"’ . . .or
... "only an INTERNATIONAL PERSON knows the difference between our coffee and others™".
The one that is real nonsense is **Visit ten famous cities in the world in a week . . .if you are an
INTERNATIONAL PERSON, you can make it!" I really think the copywriter must have mixed up
people with jet planes.

Some ladies buy clothing or accessories only for the world famous brand names . . .like dresses
from Dior, Paris; shoes from Gucci, Italy; bags from Glomesh, Australia; rings and necklaces from
Tiffanys, New York . . .then they proudly walk through the *-Specially Selected Imported Goods"’
section in the department store shopping for the latest fashion for the next season. Are they inter-
national person or are they not? I hope in our audience no one will say they are. To some Japanese,
however, it seems the image of the international person and a wealthy looking person are super-
imposed.

If I may make an extra comment, and if we look at this kind of lady from a different point of view,
she is devoting herself to helping keep the international import-export balance, isn't she?

Let’s get back to the important point of who an International Person really is. Those who have
lived in other countries and are able to ask themselves, Was I happy or unhappy living among people of
another nationality. If the answer is YES, then that person qualifies as an international person. If the
answer is NO, he or she does not. The most important fact is how he or she lived . . .not where, when,
how long or how many times.

International persons know how to find the best way to enjoy their lives under any circumstance.
They try to understand the customs and culture of other peoples and are able to communicate with



and make friends with them. International persons are willing to introduce their own culture and are
able to inspire others. International persons have fine personalities, warm hearts, and a great deal of
enthusiasm toward learning other languages. They never grow tired of challenging unfamiliar things.
They are full of frontier spirit. The characteristics of international persons apply to all nationalities.
We are very fortunate to have many international persons in our Toastmistress Clubs, and they are
good models.

Because of the short history of internationalization of our country, the Japanese are not yet so
skillful in communicating with other nationalities. We are still in the process of communicating with
things such as exchanging cultural programs or goods. In the near future we must communicate with
other people heart to heart using different languages. ‘

The truth is that Japanese people are quite fond of people from other countries . . .so with this
friendly feeling and our great curiosity . . .if we can just conquer the problem of language, each
one of us has the possibility of being a true INTERNATIONAL PERSON.
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